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Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
This message examines the first chapter of Paul’s letter to the Colossians by looking at four 
core truths of Christianity presented in the text. Paul had his work cut out for him with the 
church at Colossae. The surrounding culture had adopted a weird mix of secular and religious 
philosophies! They had basically decided they could make up their own spiritual truth to suit 
their wishes and whims. This was beginning to creep into the church, so Paul addressed 
these major “truth” issues with the Colossians in a letter. While his letter was not a sermon, it 
was his heartfelt message to them, and is of such depth that many sermons could be 
preached from the four short chapters as it has been divided. This sermon examines just 20 
sentences of his four page letter under the headings: God’s Word is truth/God’s Word is 
transforming/God’s Word became flesh/God’s Word Motivates. Each point has a practical 
application section.  
 
 
HIGHLIGHT 

● Read the Text - Colossians 1:1-29 
● Look for Highlights - As the text is read, tell the group to be looking out for the 

highlights (a particular verse, something new learned, a reminder, a question, etc.)  

EXPLAIN  

● To whom was it originally written?  Why? 
● How does it fit with the verses before and after it? 
● What is the Holy Spirit intending to communicate through this text? 

APPLY  

● What does this mean today? 
● What is God saying to you personally? 
● How can you apply this message to your life? 

RESPOND 

● In what ways does this passage call you to action? 
● How will you be different because of what you’ve learned? 
● What is a prayer to God in response to what you read today? 


