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Good morning NorthShore Church and friends, I am Zach Miller, the student pastor at 

NorthShore. I’m coming to you from our living room. We are glad to have you back again this 
morning to worship together virtually. I know the social distancing, though necessary, can be a 
frustrating instruction at this time. However, we are thankful that through the use of technology 
we are still able to worship together through music and the preaching of God’s Word this 
Sunday.  

We will continue our series titled “Finding the Promised Land.” This series, along with 
our other series so far in 2020, follows are year-long, Bible reading plan. Again, if you have not 
joined us in utilizing the Bible reading plan, this would be a great time to start. Email any one of 
our staff members using their first name then @NorthShoreChurch.net, and we will send the 
reading plan your way. Today, we will be starting week thirteen. At the end of this week, you 
will be finishing the book of Joshua by reading Joshua chapter twenty-four. This passage is 
where we will be today. If you would like to grab your copy of God’s Word, go ahead and turn 
to that chapter. 

As you are turning there, I want to take you back to the summer of 2014. That summer I 
had decided to serve in a city which you may have heard of called New Orleans. I decided to 
serve as a missionary for that summer, which was the summer after my freshman year of college. 
I had never been there and really had not heard much about the Crescent City, but God had 
provided this opportunity for me through a pharmacy student, who was discipling me at that 
time.  

I am so glad I decided to go, because that summer changed my life forever. I traveled 
down from Indiana, my home state, to serve Jesus in the city with a team of seven other summer 
missionaries from around the nation. The day before our first day of training all of the summer 
missionaries were to move in to the dorms where we would live that summer. Seven of the eight 
summer missionaries had shown up. True to herself, the last summer missionary was a little 
behind the rest of the pack. Once we saw her family van pulling up, the other seven summer 
missionaries decided to go greet her. As we are leaving the courtyard to go greet her, she comes 
around the corner. I saw her. I was stunned. This was the prettiest girl I had ever seen. She was 
wearing a little black dress and some boots, and to this day, I have never forgotten that first 
encounter.  

I strolled up to her all nice and cool. I asked if she needed some help moving her stuff in. 
She responded quite frankly saying, “No, I got it.” My very generous offer to help was rejected. 
However, throughout the summer, I spent several hours with this girl and got to know her very 
well. I saw her respond to people screaming at her. I saw her dancing to her favorite songs. I saw 
her cope with the loss of her beloved Papa. I saw her celebrate the salvation of a homeless man. I 
knew her, and I had fallen in love with her.  

As all of you know, at this point, a decision had to be made. Since I had come to 
acknowledge that I desired to be in a committed, romantic relationship with her, I had the choice 
to either tell her about this desire or keep it to myself. However, for the longest time, I decided to 
defer this decision. I thought I could wait to make the decision. Yet, when deciding to defer I 
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was actually deciding not to tell her. I truly had made a choice. Meanwhile, this girl obliviously 
dated other people not knowing her best option was me. Eventually, I did tell her and with some 
time she made the decision to enter a relationship with me. As you may have discovered, this 
girl’s name is Abby, my wife.  

The point of this story is that I had thought I didn’t have to choose. I thought I could 
defer, or wait, to make my decision. In reality, I was choosing and my answer was I will not tell 
her. Similarly, we often think when it comes to a relationship with God through Jesus, we can 
defer our decision, or we do not have to make a decision at all. However, today, through Joshua 
twenty-four, we will discover that we must make a decision. We can choose to follow Jesus 
exclusively. Or, we can choose to follow someone, or something else. God through his Word 
will challenge you to follow Jesus. If you are already a Christian, do not turn the video off at this 
point. This message is primarily for you. In fact, Joshua twenty-four was a speech given to 
people who already claimed to be God’s people. So, at the end of this video, I want all of you 
who call yourself Christians to examine your choice and reconfirm with greater clarity and 
resolution to follow Jesus. But, if you are someone who has never made this decision, I want you 
to, for the first time, choose to follow Jesus alone.  

Before diving into this passage, we need to look at what’s going on. Earlier in the book of 
Joshua, the Israelites conquer the promised land then divide up the land. This historical narrative 
is usually called the conquest. The Israelites were thrilled by this experience, because this 
moment fulfilled another one of the promises given to Abraham, their forefather. Joshua was the 
chosen leader of the people of God in this process, but his leadership and time on earth was 
coming to an end. So, Joshua, here in chapter twenty-four, made his final address to the people.  

Joshua brought all of the Israelites together for his last moment of leadership. He started 
by telling the people their history from God’s perspective. In this narrative, he highlighted the 
ways in which God had guided them, provided for them, and protected them. After the brief 
history, Joshua calls them to renew their covenant with God.  

Let’s start reading at verse fourteen. As we read, we are going to discuss three aspects of 
making the decision to follow Jesus alone. The text reads,  

“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the 
gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it 
is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve 
other gods, for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and 
preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 
passed. And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 
land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

Here, Joshua called the Israelites to choose who they will serve. However, this is not a quick, or 
blind faith, decision. The decision Joshua called for is a reasonable decision.  
 
1. Make a Reasonable Choice  

This is the first aspect of making the choice: make a reasonable choice. Two truths are 
present in this command. The first is that the decision is made due to a reason. We must make a 

 



 

choice concerning our worldview, or our beliefs, because of a reason, or more appropriately 
reasons. Some Christians will claim to follow Jesus out of blind faith, or a type of faith where the 
person will believe in the Christian worldview even if all the evidence points to Christianity 
being a myth. A person with blind faith is resistant to engage evidence to determine truth. This is 
not the faith the Bible calls us to. In fact, Paul told us that if the resurrection is not true, the 
centerpiece of the Christian faith, then we are, among all people, the most to be pitied. Paul was 
arguing that if the Christian faith is a myth, then we are fools and are living a wasted life. We 
should have a reason for our faith and one of the reasons must be that Christianity is objectively 
true.  

In addition, Peter called us, individually, to have a reason for why we have this hope. 
Listen to 1 Peter 3:15: “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect…” Furthermore, in 
our text this morning, Joshua began his address with a history of God’s faithfulness to the 
Israelites as the reason for his choice. Then, the Israelites also pick up on this and in their answer 
acknowledge that God’s past works are the reason for their decision to choose Yahweh to be 
their God. We are challenged here to make a choice based upon known reasons.  

Many times a day I will make a decision with no other reason besides it sounded good. 
Abby will ask, “What do you want to eat for dinner?” I’ll choose pasta, because it sounded good. 
Then, Abby will say, “What if we had pizza.” So, I change my mind and say, “Okay, let’s have 
pizza.” Because my reason is weak and unthoughtful, I’ll change my mind quickly. This ought 
not to be true of our choice to follow Jesus. We should not be tossed to and fro in our decision to 
follow Jesus as our Lord. Certainly, we will have questions pop up which challenge are reasons. 
These time should drive us to further research the truth claims of our worldview. Through this 
research, I believe we discover more and more reasons to believe. We should not have a faith, or 
a worldview, built on such shallow reasoning that we are quick to change our choice when 
someone else disagrees. Are choice must be built on legitimate and solid reasons.  

Secondly, you will notice in the text that Joshua required the Israelites to make a choice. 
Joshua does not say choose Yahweh, or the gods your forefathers served, or the gods of the 
people where you are now, or nothing. He said choose Yahweh or another god. This is not a 
decision which you can defer. We are created in such a way that we will worship something. So, 
a choice must be made.  
 
2. Be Aware of the Cost 

Next, as we continue to read we will see the second aspect of making this decision is to 
be aware of the cost. Starting in verse nineteen the text reads,  

19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for he is a holy 
God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you 
forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume 
you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve 
the Lord.” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you 
have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then 
put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your heart to the Lord, the God 
of Israel.” And the people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and his voice 
we will obey.”  

 



 

You may have been surprised to hear two of the ways that Joshua responded. The first, was 
probably that Joshua told the people they cannot serve the Lord, right after he had urged them to 
do just that. Second, you may have been troubled by the verse that said God will not forgive their 
transgressions or sins.  

Let’s address that second issue real quick. Joshua was not saying that God is a merciless 
God, who will not forgive. Joshua and the Israelites knew that throughout their history God had 
shown himself to be merciful and forgiving. However, God is holy, or different from us in many 
ways. One of those ways is that he is sinless. God hates sin. So, as the holy creator of the 
universe, God judges justly and perfectly. Therefore, Joshua here was noting that God does not 
forgive forsaking him as the one true God. If you turn from the living God, you have no where 
else to go but death, the other alternative. Joshua even clarified this for the people right after 
saying, “He will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve 
foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume you.” The only sin God does not 
and will not forgive is denying him.  

Since no one is born seeking God, all begin life by denying him. However, in Joshua’s 
time people were given the choice to serve Yahweh as the one true God and rely on his promise 
of forgiveness for the wrong they had done. In our time, we are given the choice in the midst of 
our denial and rebellion to trust Jesus’s death on the cross and thereby receive God’s forgiveness 
for the wrong we have done. If you die having rejected God’s offer of forgiveness and salvation, 
you will spend eternity in punishment. However, if you ask him to forgive you for previously 
rejecting him in this life, he will. That is God’s mercy. But, if you persist in rejecting him then 
you will perish.  

The answer to the second issue is how we will discover the second aspect of making the 
decision. As we saw, Joshua implored the people to serve God. The people responded 
affirmatively as Joshua desired. But, then, we see Joshua said you cannot do that. What? Well, 
there are two ways to explain this part of the story. You could say that Joshua said they cannot 
serve the Lord, because no one really can serve the Lord perfectly. This explanation reminds us 
that we, as imperfect humans, need a savior. We need God’s forgiveness and grace even when 
we are striving to serve him. Though this explanation is true, I do not think this is what Joshua 
meant during his last address. I think Joshua, when hearing their response, noticed the quickness 
and insincerity in their decision; and therefore, made them consider the cost of choosing to serve 
God. The cost of serving God is denying all other gods.  

I have made this choice between the two explanations because of the text. Look, at what 
Joshua emphasized as the dialogue continued. Joshua first told them in the response that they 
could not turn to serve foreign gods in verse twenty. Then, this is key, Joshua in verse 
twenty-three had to tell them to put away the foreign gods that are still among them. So, by verse 
twenty-three, the Israelites have affirmed three times the choice to serve Yahweh, but Joshua was 
still telling them, “If this is your choice, you must put away the foreign gods among you.” Joshua 
is clearly focused on the exclusivity required when following God.  

Yahweh will not be one god among many other gods. Yahweh is the one true God, and 
he calls us to have no idols before him. Yet, my fear is that in our American culture, we, like the 
Israelites, have become okay with having idols which take the place of God. Even worse, I think 
we seldom realize that we have idols in our lives at all. We need to hear Joshua’s sobering 
challenge today. When we say we are Christians, we need to hear the challenge you cannot 
follow Jesus while keeping these idols in your life. You must follow Jesus alone.  

 



 

Therefore, it is imperative that we understand what false gods, or idols, are and discover 
the idols we may have in our lives. Tim Keller, a Christian author, wrote a book about idols 
called Counterfeit Gods. In his work, he gave a great description of an idol, saying: 

What is an idol? It is anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs 
your heart and imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what only God 
can give. A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should 
you lose it, your life would feel hardly worth living. An idol has such a controlling 
position in your heart that you can spend most of your passion and energy, your 
emotional and financial resources, on it without a second thought. It can be family and 
children, or career and making money, or achievement and critical acclaim, or saving 
“face” and social standing. It can be romantic relationship, peer approval, competence 
and skill, secure and comfortable circumstances, your beauty or your brains, a great 
political or social cause, your morality and virtue, or even success in the Christian 
ministry…An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, “If i have that, 
then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know I have value, then I’ll feel significant 
and secure.” There are many ways to describe that kind of relationship to something, but 
perhaps the best one is worship. 

What do you worship? What is supremely valuable to you? What is the most important thing to 
your happiness, meaning in life, and identity? If it is not God, then it is an idol.  

To truly serve God you must identify these idols and put them away. You may wonder 
how do I remove these idols. How do I escape the destruction of placing all my hope in 
something that cannot fulfill me, but instead will lead me to despair? The answer is simple. Go to 
the one being who is worthy of your worship. Turn to the one who provides everlasting joy, true 
meaning, and a holy identity. The only way to remove a counterfeit is to know the authentic. 
Turning to God through a relationship with Jesus is the only way to put away these idols. 

Listen to the sobering challenge of Joshua this morning. Know that you cannot follow 
Jesus and keep lousy idols. You must identify the false gods in your life, and put them away.  
 
3. Be Held Accountable 

As we come to the final section of this passage, we notice the final aspect of making this 
decision: you must be held accountable to your choice. Take a look with me at verse twenty-five 
and following. The Bible says: 

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and put in place statutes and 
rules for them at Shechem. And Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. 
And he took a large stone and set it up there under the terebinth that was by the sanctuary 
of the Lord. And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness 
against us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord that he spoke to us. Therefore it shall be a 
witness against you, lest you deal falsely with your God.” So Joshua sent the people 
away, every man to his inheritance. 
 
Once the people had made their decision, Joshua selected a stone to be viewed as a witness to 
their decision. Now, Joshua did not think that the stone was actually listening to the conversation 
and would personally be able to hold the Israelites accountable to following God. No, Joshua 
was using personification to let the Israelites know the stone should be viewed as a reminder that 
you will be held accountable to your choice. Choosing witnesses was a normal practice when 

 



 

making covenants in ancient times, and also today. Earlier in the passage we see the first 
witnesses to this choice was actually the people among them. The Israelites were called to hold 
each other accountable to the choice they had made.  

We also should be held accountable to following Jesus by other Christians. This is one of 
the purposes for which the ordinance of baptism was established. You are to go before the 
church and through baptism publicly profess that you have decided to follow Jesus to the rest of 
the local body of believers. The other Christians, as witnesses to your decision are supposed to 
hold you accountable. While ideally every Christian should hold every other Christian 
accountable, in reality we often need to personally give permission to other believers in our life 
to fulfill this role. Accountability is much more successful when both people, or several people 
in a group, mutually agree to tell each other the hard, but necessary truth. So, to best be held 
accountable you need to give someone permission to tell you when have strayed from your 
choice. 

In 2008, during the global economic crisis, many wealthy business executives killed 
themselves. After many years of making money and vocational success their god, the recession 
had taken the most valuable thing in their lives away. The thing they valued as most important 
was gone, and they thought their life was no longer worth living. Despair occurs when that which 
you believe to be the most valuable thing in your life is taken away. The executives experienced 
despair, because their god was money.  

Most people, even non-Christians, will express that if you make money, or power, or 
success your everything, you are doomed to despair. Furthermore, we are also fairly good at 
identifying the idols in someone else’s life which will doom them to despair. But, today, God 
through Joshua is challenging you to make the important choice of following Jesus alone who 
will not lead you to despair. God is calling you to choose Jesus and to put away the idols in your 
own life. What will be your choice? 

In just a moment, I am going to pray. Afterwards, I would like you to respond to this 
message in three ways. First, discuss with God the decision you have made concerning who you 
have chosen to follow and review the reasons you have for making that decision. In addition, I 
want you to evaluate your life and identify at least one idol you are currently worshiping or are 
prone to worship. Lastly, I want you to talk with those in your home, or call another believer you 
trust, and begin a conversation about being held accountable to live for Christ.  

Let’s pray.  
 

 


