
 

 

 

 
Finding Courage To Take a Stand 

May 24, 2020 
Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
This message begins our new series based on our Foundations 260 reading plan. The main 
text for this sermon comes from 1 Kings 17-19. I spent a good portion of time laying a 
foundation for our courage series by showing the connection with the previous series on 
Finding Victory and the reason finding courage had now become such a need for God’s 
people. The people had come to a dark place spiritually in their lives and culture and 
someone needed to take a stand for truth and call the people back to God. Elijiah was the 
man of the hour. Nine brief observations are made about finding courage to make a stand by 
utilizing the circumstances surrounding Elijiah’s confrontation with King Ahab, Ahab’s wife 
Jezebel, and the prophets of Baal. Numerous quotes by Dennis Ritchie, who has written 
extensively on the subjects of courage and encouragement, are utilized along with 
supporting Scriptures.  
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHT 

● 1 Kings 17-19.  Ask for someone to read the text aloud. Or you read the text aloud. 
● Look for Highlights - As the text is read, tell the group to be looking out for the 

highlights (a particular verse, something new learned, a reminder, a question, etc.)  

EXPLAIN  

● To whom was it originally written?  Why? 
● How does it fit with the verses before and after it? 
● What is the Holy Spirit intending to communicate through this text? 

APPLY  

● What does this mean today? 
● What is God saying to you personally? 
● How can you apply this message to your life? 

RESPOND 

● In what ways does this passage call you to action? 
● How will you be different because of what you’ve learned? 
● What is a prayer to God in response to what you read today? 


