
 

 

 

 
Finding Courage to Live the Mission 

May 31, 2020 
Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
This message looks at the prophet Jonah and his unwillingness to fulfill his God-given mission 
to take God’s message to the people of Nineveh. However, he had made a commitment to be 
a prophet of God so God takes some actions to encourage Jonah to do what he was called to 
do. Jonah ends up taking the message of God to the Ninevites but when they repent and God 
relents in bringing destruction on them, Jonah becomes angry and so depressed he wants to 
die. God was using this story to illustrate how the nation of Israel had failed in their God-give 
mission to take His love to the world and to illustrate His own heart of concern and 
compassion for people who did not know Him. The end of the sermon showcases how 
followers of Christ are called to live a missional life and several Scriptures are given to help us 
find the courage to live our mission. The entire book of Jonah is used for this message. 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHT 

● Jonah 1-4.  Ask for someone to read the text aloud. Or you read the text aloud. 
● Look for Highlights - As the text is read, tell the group to be looking out for the 

highlights (a particular verse, something new learned, a reminder, a question, etc.)  

EXPLAIN  

● To whom was it originally written?  Why? 
● How does it fit with the verses before and after it? 
● What is the Holy Spirit intending to communicate through this text? 

APPLY  

● What does this mean today? 
● What is God saying to you personally? 
● How can you apply this message to your life? 

RESPOND 

● In what ways does this passage call you to action? 
● How will you be different because of what you’ve learned? 
● What is a prayer to God in response to what you read today? 


