
The Building Block of Responsibility
Week of July 11, 2021

Intro Discussion Question(s):
● What did God reveal to you this past week through your personal Bible Study?
● Have you ever had something stolen from you? What was it and how did it affect you?

Read Bible Study Summary:

In Ephesians 4, the Apostle Paul makes it clear that Christianity is marked by a new kind of life that is different

from the old self before the believer was saved. Therefore, each day is filled with opportunities to respond to

the Holy Spirit by making choices to “put off” the old self and “put on” the new self through the power of

Christ. One such issue that Paul addresses is stealing which is in stark contrast to the responsibility each

believer has to do his or her part in the body of Christ.

Main Scripture
● Read Ephesians 4:28

What does the Bible say about doing our part in relationships?

1. Stop Stealing (28a)

● When we think of stealing, it most often relates to someone taking physical goods or property that

does not belong to them. However, it is quite possible in this verse that Paul is singling out an individual

in the church who was still operating according to his former values, but did not realize that his

behaviors were stealing, such as a laborer wasting time on the job, or merely “helping himself” to what

was accessible.”1

● Many of us would probably say that we are not thieves. However, as it relates to relationships in the

body of Christ, a type of stealing that is not always so obvious, but is certainly more common, is idleness
(someone not doing their part). When you don’t do your fair share of the work, you are stealing precious

time, resources, and energy from others who have to pick up the slack. If you are always taking in your

relationships, but rarely giving, then you are in essence a thief.

1 William W. Klein, The Expositors Bible Commentary, vol 12 (Nashville, TN: Zondervan, 2006), 131.



○ Read 2 Thessalonians 3:7-13 - 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We
were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the
contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you.
9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a
model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is
unwilling to work shall not eat.” 11 We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not
busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle
down and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is
good.

○ Ask Questions
■ In what ways do you think idleness damages or has a draining effect on the church family?
■ In what ways has idleness (yours or others) directly affected your relationships?

2. Start Working & Sharing (Eph. 4:28b)

● Stealing arises out of laziness and greed, so one of the major means of repentance for the believer out

of these behaviors involves diligence at labor. We should be busy working as ambassadors of Christ

using our special gifts, talents and abilities to help the family, the marriage, the church, or your

workplace. And we’ve all known people who will say, “I just don’t have any gifts. I have nothing to

contribute.” But, that simply is not true. We all have something to contribute.

○ Read Colossians 3:23-24 - Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not
for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is
the Lord Christ you are serving.

● As we do our part, the Lord will bless us in our priorities and with growth in our giftedness.

Additionally, we may also experience blessings in an abundance of resources so we can bless others in

need. And there are so many times when there are others who truly do all they can, given their abilities

and extenuating circumstances, and still end up lacking basic necessities. Then there are times when

someone may have the basic necessities, but nothing more. Regardless, these are wonderful times for

us to step up to the plate and do a little sharing.

○ Read Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the
weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

● Ask Questions
○ In what ways do you do your work with all your heart? Since becoming a believer, have you seen a

transformation from working for yourself to “working for the Lord?”
○ In what ways can you use your unique gifts and abilities to help build better relationships?
○ What are some of the ways you can begin helping others by sharing what you have?

Closing
● Ask Question - What is the greatest challenge you are facing right now? Is there some way our group

can help you specifically?
● Pray together over those requests.


