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Good morning to you all. We gather today whether the season is favorable or not to give thanks 
to God who is always good. The events of this past week have thrust the people inhabiting the 
western areas of our state into a difficult season of life. If you live along the Gulf Coast, every 
year could be your year to experience this hardship as a result of hurricanes. 
 
In all, 2020 has been a year of crises with the coronavirus as the main contributor, but history is 
complete with crises. I received an email from a church member that listed the crises endured 
during the lifetime of someone born in 1900. Put yourself in their shoes. By the time you are 20, 
you have lived through World War 1 and the Spanish Flu epidemic. In all, 72 million people die.  
 
You have a slight reprieve in your 20s, but in your 30s you live through the Great Depression 
with the world economy nearly collapsing. In your 40s, the world is ravaged by World War 2 with 
75 million people perishing. By the way, for your entire life until now, smallpox has been an 
epidemic and has killed 300 million people. 
 
At 50, the Korean War starts, oh and by the way, for your entire life until you are 55, you deal 
with the fear of Polio epidemics each summer. You see friends and family contracting polio and 
being paralyzed and/or die.  
 
Also at 55, the Vietnam War begins and doesn’t end for 20 years. During that same time period, 
the world lives with the fear of nuclear annihilation during the Cold War. You see, history is full 
of crises, and if the past is even a decent predictor of the present and future, then we cannot 
expect our lives to be exempt from crises. 
 
In John 11, we enter the story set in the small village of Bethany. And we see a crisis that deals 
with sickness and ultimately death that has come to the home of some of Jesus’s closest 
friends, Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. Jesus loved this family. He loved to visit them and they 
loved Jesus very much.  
 
And I believe that as we study how Jesus ministers to this family that he loves, that we will 
discover the answer to this question:  
 
How does Jesus respond to the crisis of sickness and death? 
 
So, let’s dive into the scripture, into the crisis, and see what the Lord wants to convey to us 
today. John 11:1-17, says: 
 



John 11:1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same 
one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.)  
 
3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 4 When he heard 
this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 
 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus 
was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, 
“Let us go back to Judea.” 
 
8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet 
you are going back?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light.  
 
10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 11 After 
he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 
going there to wake him up.” 
 
12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been 
speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
 
14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Then Thomas (also known as 
Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 
How does Jesus respond to the crisis of sickness and death? First we learn that He raises our 
perspective. 
 
1.  He Raises Our Perspective (John 11:1-16)  
 
In times of crisis, we should respond just like Martha and Mary, by turning to Jesus first. Can 
you sense the desperation of the sisters? Their brother’s sickness had become so bad that they 
knew they had to get help from Jesus to save him. Mary and Martha knew Jesus was doing 
ministry only about a day’s journey away. 
 
So, their expectation is that if they get a concise and compelling message to Jesus, that he 
would come quickly and do for Lazarus what they are unable to do, restore him to health. “Lord, 
the one you love is sick.” Now, they didn’t tell Jesus what to do, but we gather by their response 
later in the text that they had an expectation that he would come immediately and heal Lazarus.  
 
 



So, they were placing their expectations on Christ. But, sometimes Jesus doesn’t respond in 
ways we hope or expect, and that can be difficult for us. But, it would be a problem in our 
relationship with God if we believe that he will always do everything that we want in the way we 
want it.  
 
Kids, can you imagine what it would be like if your parents always gave you everything that you 
wanted? You would eventually become very spoiled and your focus would be on those things. 
You might be thinking, that would be awesome, but what if you ask for things that are not good 
to have and they give it to you?  
 
Like what if a five year old asked for a real machine gun? Do you think it would be good for your 
five year old brother to have that? What if you asked for something that you were not ready to 
have? Like a real car. But, you don’t have a license, so that would be kind of a waste, right?! 
 
What if you asked for a new video every single day. Wouldn’t that take your mind off of what is 
important, like spending time with your family, your ability to learn at school, and play with 
friends?  
 
And if for a long time, they gave you everything you asked, then you would start to expect it all 
the time. And, then what would happen if they stopped all of the sudden? You would probably 
get mad at them. Maybe you would think they don’t love you anymore. You see, in the same 
way, Jesus wants our thinking to change from what we want, to what he wants even when 
things aren’t going the way we expect.  
 
For the sisters, he didn’t do what they had hoped, and if we are honest, he doesn’t do what we 
would hope in the same situation. He waited. He waited two days. And by learning his reasons 
for the delay,  
 
Jesus raises our perspective from our worldly expectations to his heavenly motivations.  
 
The first reason for his delay is in verse 4,  
 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s 
glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”  
 
The first reason deals with God’s glory. Spoiler alert, Lazarus does die later in the story, but he 
will not stay dead because of Jesus. Jesus knows this, but points us to the fact that this 
sickness will be used for the glory of God even though it will lead to death. God wanted to use 
this moment so that the Son will be glorified when he raises Lazarus from the dead.  
 
Have you ever considered that in sickness, suffering, and even in death that God wants to 
accomplish something greater than what you can see so that he will be glorified? He wants to 
raise our perspective to the fact his timing is perfect. His plans are flawless. His ways are bigger 



than our ways, and his thoughts are bigger than our thoughts. The second reason for his waiting 
is in verse 4 and 5, 
 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus 
was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 
 
It doesn’t say, he loved them but he stayed. It says He loved them so he stayed two more days. 
It was because of his great love for them that he waited. Have you ever considered this 
perspective in the midst of a crisis of sickness that you or a loved one is going through - that 
Jesus loves you so much that sometimes he waits. 
 
It is hard for us to fathom that, but by believing that his actions are motivated by love, we get a 
glimpse of a much bigger perspective. You see, it is often the worldly expectation that if we 
come to God in sickness and in suffering, that he will always heal it, ease it, or remove it. And 
that he will do it quickly.  
 
So, when the Lord’s response doesn’t match our expectations, we start to doubt or question his 
reasons for his actions. Maybe he doesn’t care. Maybe he has forgotten about me. Maybe he 
can’t do what I thought he would do.  
 
But, in his response to the sister’s request for help, Jesus shows them that through the 
sickness, his heavenly motivation for them is love. And, heavenly motivation supersedes our 
earthly expectations every time.  
 
Now, Lazarus’s sickness also caused a crisis for the disciples. They were shocked to learn that 
Jesus wanted to return to a place where they had barely escaped with their lives recently. They 
questioned his decision and they felt their lives would be in danger if they returned. So Jesus 
responds to their fear of death in verses 9 and 10, 
 
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the 
daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at 
night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 
 
Just as God controls the sunrise and the sunset, so did he control Jesus’s life. Jesus’s time has 
not yet come so he is going to make the most of every hour he has left. Lazarus is sleeping and 
he has to go there to wake him up. He still had work to do. And since Jesus is the light of the 
world, if his disciples are walking in the light, they have work to do as well, and they need not 
fear death because he is with them. 
 
So, Jesus responds to the crisis of sickness and death by raising our perspective from our 
earthly expectations to his heavenly motivations. He helps us to see that God will get the glory - 
he is at work in the crisis to fulfill his good and perfect plans. He loves us in the crisis even when 



he delays. And, we don’t have to fear during the crisis. He is with us as we walk in the light 
accomplishing his work. 
 
But, the disciples still don’t get it. They try and reason with Jesus. “Lord, you said he’s just 
sleeping. He needs his sleep. Let the man rest so he can get better. But, he told them, “guys 
Lazarus is dead and I have to wake him up. So, I’m glad I wasn’t there to heal his sickness, 
because I have a greater lesson to teach you so that you will believe.”  
 
Thomas’s reply makes me laugh. You can sense the sarcasm and cynicism that is masked by 
his heroic statement. “Well, come on boys, let us go as well, so that we may die with him.  
I think Thomas was speaking what everyone else was thinking.  
 
When faced with the crisis of sickness or death, you may struggle with earthly expectations or 
you may fear like the disciples. But, in those moments, you have three options:  
 

1. Break Out 
2. Break Down 
3. Break Through 

 
First, you can Break Out where you try to break away from God and run. This becomes rebellion 
and results in bitterness. The sad thing will be you will find yourselves farther from him than we 
were in the beginning of your suffering. 
 
Secondly, you can Break Down and succumb to the crisis - surrender to the disaster in your life. 
You can break under its pressure and accept it without finding either purpose or meaning. While 
this condition is not as damaging as the first, you will certainly not be better off. 
 
Or Third, you can Break Through and see the crisis as an opportunity to break through to God, 
and for him to break through to us. By doing this, He gets our attention, and we get to 
experience greater things in our relationship. We get a glimpse of God’s glory and also get to 
see his purposes fulfilled in our lives.  
 
In choosing the third option of break through, we are following the Lord’s command in 
Colossians 3:2, when he says, 
 
Col. 3:2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
 
And even though sickness and suffering may put us on our back, if we have this perspective, we 
won’t look anywhere but up at our Heavenly Father, turning our affections away from the world 
and toward our relationship with Him. Let’s continue in our text, verses 17-37 
 



17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 
Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.  
 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary 
stayed at home. 21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered, “I know he will 
rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;  
 
26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, 
Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 
into the world.” 
 
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher 
is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly 
and went to him. 
 
 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, 
noticed how quickly she got up and went out,  
 
they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 32 When Mary 
reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he 
asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
 
35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them 
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 
 
How does Jesus respond to the crisis of sickness and death? First we learn that He raises our 
perspective. Secondly, he raises our understanding. 
 
2. He Raises our Understanding (11:17-37) 
 



Can you picture the scene? The house is full with others who have come to grieve that Lazarus 
has died. Jesus didn’t come in time. And upon hearing that he finally arrived, Martha runs out to 
him, and in her sorrow and grief she says, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 
 
Then she makes a statement to soften the blame that she just put on Jesus. She says, “but I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” And notice that Jesus doesn’t 
reprimand her for the honesty of her heart in the moment of her grief. He allows her to voice it. If 
Jesus allows one of his closest earthly friends to be honest in her grief, then surely you can be 
honest with him in yours. 
 
Instead, Jesus says, “your brother will rise again.” Now, she has the hope that the dead will rise 
again in the last days. She understands God’s promise that this life is not all there is. But in this 
moment, Jesus raised her understanding of who he is.  
 
He tells her a life-changing and eternity-altering truth. He says, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die. The truth of this statement 
separates Jesus from merely being a prophet or a miracle worker. What he speaks over Martha 
is the truth that he is God in the flesh. One commentator explains it this way, 
 
He doesn’t say “I can resurrect people, and I have life. Our hope is not in an event 
(resurrection) but in a person (Jesus). Nothing can hinder him from giving life because 
he doesn’t just have life; he is life. -Matt Carter 
 
You see, Martha was consumed with grief and dwelling in the atmosphere of death, but as she 
stands before Jesus, he raises her understanding that she is standing in the presence of divinity 
life itself. Jesus is asking her if her faith can embrace a belief in his lordship over death. And he 
asks a question that every one of us must answer in our own hearts….Do you believe?  
 
In response, Martha makes an incredible statement of faith which is different from her belief 
before. Earlier, she confessed, “I know that God will give you what you want. I know that you 
have this incredible connection with God.”  
 
But now her confession is, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Messiah, the son of God, who 
has come into the world.  So, notice, her confession changes from I Know... to You Are. So, 
Jesus raised her understanding of who he is, and by believing, her faith in Christ rose in 
proportion to that understanding.  
 
And the same happens for us when we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, the resurrection and 
the life. Jesus raises our understanding of who he is, and if we believe, our faith comes into 
alignment with the truth of who he is. 
 
Right after, Martha runs to get Mary who was still in the house grieving with the other mourners, 
and they follow her to Jesus. And she comes to Jesus with the same statement: “Lord, if only 



you had been here, my brother would not have died. Now, Mary did not have the same 
interaction as Martha. She makes no statement of her belief for the future. All she brings is grief. 
 
So, Jesus raised her understanding of who he is in a different way. It says in verse 33, that He 
was deeply moved and troubled in spirit when he saw her weeping along with the others who 
were with her. And in verse 35, it says that, “Jesus wept.” With Martha, Jesus raises her 
understanding of his divinity. With Mary he raises her understanding of his humanity.  
  
Jesus was fully divine but he was also fully human. He knows suffering and anguish better than 
anyone. In that way, he shares with all men in their pain and distress. His heart is always 
touched by our grief.  
 
But, another reason why he wept is because the people stand together, overcome by the defeat 
of death. They have no hope. So, Jesus is deeply moved and angry at death itself, and the 
devastation and helplessness that it brings to humanity. 
 
So, his interest now shifts to the location of the tomb so that he can demonstrate his divine 
power over death. Let’s look in verses 38-44. 
 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there four days. 40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, 
you will see the glory of God?” 
 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of 
the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 
face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 
So in response to the crisis of sickness and death, Jesus raises our perspective, he raises our 
understanding of who he is, and finally he raises our hope. 
 
3. He Raises Our Hope (11:38-44) 
 
Lazarus has been dead for four days, so when Jesus tells them to roll the stone back, Martha 
objects because she knows that his body will have a bad odor. I love the KJV, he stinketh. Kids, 
next time your brother or sister smells bad, you can use that line from Martha. You stinketh. 
 



Lazarus being dead four days is an interesting fact because on the third day the Jews would 
come back to a grave and check to see if the person was living. They believed that the spirit of 
the person hovered over the body for up to three days and could re-enter. But after three days, 
it was over. On the fourth day, Lazarus was dead as dead can be. 
 
So, Jesus prays to God publicly. In his prayer he identifies himself with God once again. He 
prays aloud so that God would receive the glory and the people would be the beneficiaries of 
salvation by believing in him as the Son of God with complete power over death. 
 
So, with a loud, authoritative shout, he calls to the dead man. “Lazarus come out!” And out he 
comes indeed. Dwight Moody has been quoted numerous times as saying that if Jesus hadn’t 
used the name of Lazarus, everybody in the cemetery would have come forth, so great was the 
power of the savior. 
 
Just like a watchmaker makes a clock, God has made nature, and he has the power to stop it 
and wind the hands of the clock back in the other direction. And that is what a miracle is. A 
supernatural God doing supernatural things. In the following verses it says that many believed in 
Jesus that day because of this miracle. 
 
This also was the last of his miracles because it set into motion the people and the events that 
would lead to his arrest. And because of this, we see that this miracle is only a foreshadowing of 
the greater work that Jesus would accomplish by defeating death and resurrecting from the 
grave.  
 
The point of this miracle was not to show that Jesus could defeat death once with Lazarus 
because Lazarus would eventually die again. But, through his own resurrection, Jesus showed 
he could defeat death once and for all. 
 
So, the story of Lazarus can be related to a picture of a sinner. Like Lazarus, the sinner is dead 
in his trespasses. And he is helpless, but not hopeless. Jesus comes to call him out of sin into 
salvation, out of death into life. And by believing in Jesus as the Son of God who died for his sin, 
and because Jesus is The Resurrection, the sinner comes out of the grave when Jesus calls. 
 
And because Jesus is The Life, the saved believer can now begin to live in the fulness of a 
relationship with God Almighty. Eternal life starting the moment you are born again from spiritual 
death.  
 
Are you in a crisis today? Are you spiritually dead? Well, Jesus wants to respond to your 
helplessness with hope. Only he can raise our hope from helplessness. Today, you are 
presented with the same question as Martha, Do you Believe?  
 



He is the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in him will live, even though they die. 
That is the only cure for your crisis - believing in Jesus Christ as your Savior. Will you trust in 
him today? He is calling to come to him. 
 
The Lord also wants to encourage those of you who are in a crisis of sickness or suffering 
today. Don’t lose heart. Jesus has shown us that he loves us even when he waits. And, God 
has plans to use your sickness for his glory in ways that you cannot fathom. You don’t have to 
fear like the disciples either, for he is with you and has purpose for you. 
 
In just a moment we are going to sing some powerful words to a song in response to the hope 
we have in Christ. “Death could not hold you, the veil torn before you, you silenced the boast of 
sin and grave. The heavens are roaring the praise of your glory for you are raised to life again.” 
 
If you are in crisis today and would like to pray to receive Christ or pray for an increased 
perspective or understanding in midst of a crisis, then please come forward during this song. I 
want to close us by praying over you a prayer that the Apostle Paul prayed over the church in 
Ephesus. So would you stand and join me in prayer. 
 
Eph. 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 
know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his 
holy people,  
 
19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the 
mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms,  
 
21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, 
not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 


