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Beyond The Headlines Mark 6:45-56

Full Sermon Notes

The first verse of that song says so much...

“I can’t go back to the beginning, I can’t control what tomorrow will bring But I know here in the middle is a
place where you promise to be”

Justin, you couldn’t have picked a better song to go with the message today, and what a great way to start
out 2019 acknowledging that no matter your past, and no matter what the future brings, Jesus promises to
be right there in the middle with you. The question is whether or not we will submit our lives to His
leadership and His Lordship each and every day! Will we trust Him to be there, or will we just worry and fret
our lives away, and live in fear as apposed to faith? Let’s pray and then we’re going to continue our study of
the Gospel according to Mark and I pray today’s message will help prepare you for 2019...Pray!

Okay, the title of our message is “Beyond the Headlines!” So what would be the headline of our Scripture
today? It could be this...

“Jesus Walks On Water - The Original Aqua Man” 

But there’s always more to the story than meets the eye! There’s always the story beyond the headlines or
behind the headlines. Let’s open our Bibles and read Mark 6:45-56 and then we’ll look beyond the headline
story! 

Mark 6:45  Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida,
while he dismissed the crowd.
Mark 6:46  After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.
Mark 6:47  When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land.
Mark 6:48  He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth
watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them,
Mark 6:49  but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out,
Mark 6:50  because they all saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take
courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."
Mark 6:51  Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely
amazed,
Mark 6:52  for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.
Mark 6:53  When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there.
Mark 6:54  As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus.
Mark 6:55  They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he
was.
Mark 6:56  And wherever he went--into villages, towns or countryside--they placed the sick in the
marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were
healed.

Okay, here’s the headline: 

“JESUS WALKS ON WATER!”

Beyond the Headline: Nothing Catches God by Surprise! 

Jesus sent His disciples away then dismissed the crowd. Jesus may have been setting up an opportunity to
encourage faith in the crowd. Why do I think this? Because in John’s Gospel, which talks about the same
incident, we read this...

John 6:22  The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one
boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone away
alone.
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The crowd did not see Jesus walk on water, but they knew something miraculous had taken place and they
got excited. Picture this, the crowd is waiting on the shore as the disciple’s boat comes in...

Mark 6:54  As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus.
Mark 6:55  They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he
was.

Jesus knew there was going to be a storm that night! It’s not that He caused the storm, but He sure used
the storm. God knows about the storms we face in this life! If you will take a little time for reflection you will
see God using the circumstances of the storm as an opportunity to encourage faith in many who once were
unbelievers. Sometimes when the storms of life hit really hard and God’s people come together to render
aid, people are moved towards God. There’s been a lot of natural disasters this past year, but I can tell you
many have been touched by the people who have given of their time to help. You may not have known this,
but we had a group of our men go to Florida, not to many weeks ago, with their chain saws and helped
clean up after the hurricane. 
People are seeing God at work through His people!

We had some neighbors back when Katrina hit. Our neighborhood had 5 1/2 feet of water. One of our
neighbors who went to our church had a dad who was not a follower of Christ. He was there when our
church, along with a group from Birchman Baptist Church in Ft. Worth, TX,  gutted his daughter’s home.
Here’s what he later said...

“A group of angles descended on the house and made a believer out of me!”

Hurricane Katrina didn’t catch God by surprise or off guard. It’s not that He caused it, but He did use it!
Jesus knows we will face storms in life and He promises to be there. He never promised His followers that
He would prevent all storms for them because they were His followers, nor did He promise to take them out
of all the storms, but He did promise to be with them in the storms and to help them overcome the storms.
Listen...

John 16:33  "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."

God had made this promise to His people back in The Old Testament...

Isa 41:10  So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

Beyond the Headline: Before Jesus Walked On Water He Spent Time In Prayer!

Mark 6:46  After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.

The Bible indicates that Jesus, The Son of God, spent time in prayer before every major decision or ministry
opportunity!

We all have important decisions to make on a daily basis, but some decisions carry life-changing
implications and should be bathed in serious prayer! The question is, are we bathing those decisions in
prayer? If you do not take the time to pray you may make decisions based on emotions and circumstances
as apposed to the divine will of God

In prayer we earnestly seek the wisdom of God!

James 1:5  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault,
and it will be given to him.
James 1:6  But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the
sea, blown and tossed by the wind.

Some people have used this verse to say that a person should never question anything in life, you know,
just take the “It is what it is” attitude. That attitude can be had by the believer and the atheist. The atheist
may toss everything up to fate, while a believer may just blame everything on God believing there’s nothing
they or anyone else can do about anything! I believe the whole Bible is written as a guide for decision
making. If you spend time reading, studying, memorizing and seeking God’s truth, I believe He will honor
you by revealing truth to you and that truth will guide you in every choice you make. If everything were set in



stone and you have no choices then you would bear no responsibility! But you do have choices and they
matter! This passage is talking about asking God to give you wisdom and then trusting Him to do just that!
Ask Him to help you understand Scripture and He will! I can’t tell you how many people I’ve known who said
they never could understand the Bible, but after accepting Jesus as their Savior it was as if a light had been
turned on and doors had been opened and what was once a complete mystery begins to make so much
sense. What’s the difference? When you place your faith and trust in Jesus He gives you His Holy Spirit and
The Holy Spirit begins revealing truth to your heart. Jesus told His disciples this towards the end of His
earthly ministry...

John 14:26  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
John 14:27  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

Why would Jesus say “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid”? At least two reasons: 

It’s not if you face storms in life, it’s when you face storms in life!

2. He will be with you when they come!

Listen to these words in Isaiah 43...

Isa 43:1  But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
Isa 43:2  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they
will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you
ablaze.
Isa 43:3  For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;

Jesus knew a storm was coming so He went to the mountain to pray. I know what you may be thinking,
“Pastor Larry we have a problem, this is south Louisiana and we don’t have any mountains!” You’ll be glad
to know you don’t have to have a mountain, a swamp will do just fine! Seriously, you just need a place, any
place! Of course you can pray any where and any time and you should be constantly aware of His presence
even though you may not be constantly praying. When God’s Word tells us to pray without ceasing, I
believe He’s telling us to always be conscious of His presence with us. But it’s also good to have times we
set aside for focused prayer. Where do you go to pray? Is it free from distractions and interruptions? Have
you set aside a specific time each day to spend in prayer to God? Do you look for other opportunities to talk
to God when you have a moment? But you may be thinking: “How do I pray? What do I say?” Just talk to
Him. Be honest: tell Him how you feel, your concerns, your troubles, your questions. And you don’t have to
morph back in history and use the King James English . . . just use your everyday speak!

Okay, let me remind you again of what the headline would have been in our story...

“JESUS WALKS ON WATER!”

And many sermons I’ve heard on this passage focus on the miracle of Jesus walking on the water or the
part of the story Matthew’s gospel tells us about Peter walking on the water too! But if we only focus on the
headline, we miss so much! Let’s again look beyond the headline...

Beyond the Headline: Jesus sees your struggles and will come to you!

Mark 6:47  When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 
Mark 6:48  He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth
watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them,
Mark 6:49  but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out,
Mark 6:50  because they all saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take
courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."

He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Are you straining at the oars
of life? Do you feel the wind is against you? What I’m about to tell you may at first glance seem
discouraging, but it’s not. The wind is against you! The world is against you! Satan is against you! Life can
sometimes seem to be against you! But let me remind you of something, Jesus sees your struggles and will
come to you! 



Rom 8:28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.

This does not say all things are good, but that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him,
who have been called according to His purpose. Paul goes on to say...

Rom 8:29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers.

And let me just remind you, that there’s nobody that God doesn’t foreknow, and He has pre-chosen, pre-
determined that He wants you to be conformed to the likeness of His Son!

Rom 8:30  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he
also glorified.

He has pre-chosen you, called you, and made your justification and glorification possible through the
Sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross! Paul continues...

Rom 8:31  What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?
Rom 8:32  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things?

A few verses later, Paul asks this question:

Rom 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine
or nakedness or danger or sword?

And then in verse 37 and following he answers his question...

Rom 8:37  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
Rom 8:38  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers,
Rom 8:39  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Beyond the Headline: Don’t let your heart become hardened to the relationship Jesus desires to have with
you.

Mark 6:51  Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely
amazed,
Mark 6:52  for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.

The disciples were followers of Jesus, and Jesus was their Savior, but their hearts were still struggling to
understand and trust Him to be there for them and to provide for them in the storms of life. You might
remember they had just seen Jesus feed thousands with only five loaves of bread and two fish, with 12
basketfuls of leftovers! However, that very night they would loose all hope and feared for their lives! Even
when Jesus came to them, they thought they were seeing a ghost! So what’s the answer to overcoming fear
in the storms of life? Especially the ones that include loss and tragedy and hardship?Here’s the story
beyond the headline you must not miss:

You must soften your heart to the relationship Jesus desires to have with you!

Don’t just ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins and give you a home in heaven someday, but allow Him to
become your personal friend in this life! Allow Him to daily be the Lord of your life, your thoughts, your
actions, your goals, your desires, your plans, your new years resolutions, your priorities, your stewardship of
time and resources! Trust me, His plans are better anyway! Let me put it this way...

Don’t just seek something from God, seek God!

Psa 105:3  Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
Psa 105:4  Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.



C.S. Lewis, who was once an atheist made this amazing statement...
“Do not let your happiness depend on something you may lose…only [upon] the beloved who will never
pass away.”  C.S. Lewis

Keith Green, who was one of the pioneers in Contemporary Christian music put it this way...

“So ask yourself this: Am I using my zeal to try to gain something from God? Or am I using my zeal as an
expression of my gratitude to God for all that He’s already done for me?”

Your relationship with God can be (should be) the greatest thing in your life! Now I know the context and
backdrop of our text for today is a boat on a lake, however, Mark just mentioned how the disciples had not
fully understood the miracle of the feeding of the thousands, earlier that day. They were in a barren place
without resources and saw Jesus provide miraculously, but somehow they didn’t think Jesus would take
care of them in the storm! We must remember that no matter where we are or how difficult our
circumstances Jesus knows our needs and sees us struggling and He has come to us. Here’s the big
question beyond the headline for you and me today: Are we willing to let Jesus into our boat? Are we willing
to let Him calm the storm for us? Are we going to continue to strain against the oars, or will we pursue a
relationship with Jesus that could  change everything? John’s Gospel records something rather interesting
about this story...

John 6:20  But he said to them, "It is I; don't be afraid."
John 6:21  Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore
where they were heading.

Wow! They were willing to take Him into the boat! Are you willing to let Jesus into your life on a daily basis?
Are you hungry for a true relationship with the Creator of your very life? Listen to the extremely powerful
word penned by the Psalmist in Psalm 63.

Psalm 63:1-8
Psa 63:1  A psalm of David. When he was in the Desert of Judah. O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek
you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
Psa 63:2  I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory.
Psa 63:3  Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.
Psa 63:4  I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands.
Psa 63:5  My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will praise you.
Psa 63:6  On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night.
Psa 63:7  Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings.
Psa 63:8  My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.

Let’s give the old Devil a temper tantrum!

Instead of letting the difficulties you’re facing as a result of the storms of life break your faith, let it build your
faith.

Psa 10:14  But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; you consider it to take it in hand. The victim commits
himself to you; you are the helper of the fatherless.

Phil 4:19  And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

Never forget the amazing story behind the headline: 

When you feel you can’t make it to Jesus, He’ll come to you!

The old saying is “God helps those who help themselves”

The truth is:

“God helps those who cannot help themselves”

Psa 116:4  Then I called on the name of the LORD: "O LORD, save me!"
Psa 116:5  The LORD is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.
Psa 116:6  The LORD protects the simplehearted; when I was in great need, he saved me.



Psa 116:7  Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the LORD has been good to you.
Psa 116:8  For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from
stumbling,
Psa 116:9  that I may walk before the LORD in the land of the living.

There’s got to be a catch! Yes there is . . .

You’ve got to be willing to ask for the Lord’s help. You’ve got to humble yourself and admit that you need a
relationship with God, your Creator and the lover of your soul! The Psalmist put it this way in the Old
Testament...

Psa 145:18  The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.
Psa 145:19  He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.

Paul put it this way in the New Testament...

Rom 10:12  For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly
blesses all who call on him,
Rom 10:13  for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."
So don’t dismiss the headline!

“JESUS WALKS ON WATER!”

Jesus had to walk on the water so He could save the Disciples from the storm! But don’t miss the important
details beyond the headline! 

Nothing catches God by surprise!

Before Jesus walked on water He spent time in prayer!

Jesus sees your struggles and comes to you!

Don’t let your heart become hardened to the relationship Jesus desires to have with you!

Now I want to end with a recent Northshore Church Headline, but go beyond the headline to show you how
Jesus is still working miracles today! Here was the headline at Northshore Church back in October:

OVER 1,500 ATTEND TRUNCK OR TREAT AT NORTHSHORE CHURCH!

Now let’s go beyond the headline. My wife, Debbie, went into a store the other day to purchase some paper
plates. She invited the cashier to come to our church. The lady said, 

“Oh, you have the Halloween thing. You gave out individual bags to the kids with a little Bible inside! My
daughter is 29 and has Down Syndrome. She got one of those Bibles and she sleeps with it every night.
She’ll lay it beside her on the bed and fold her hands and say, “I pray, I pray.” Then she’ll open it open and
flip the pages and pretend to read it. I never thought of getting her a Bible. If you didn’t touch anyone else’s
life, you touched hers. Thank you!” 

Folks, that’s Jesus still walking on the water, coming to people in the storms of their lives and working big
miracles, beyond the headlines, in a little Bible! Let’s pray!


