
A. Foundational Elements 
1. Sermon Title: How To Be a Loving Neighbor 
2. Text: Lk 10:25-37 
3. Subject: Loving People 
4. ETS: Jesus revealed to a lawyer the meaning of neighborly love. 
5. ESS: Jesus calls you to be a loving neighbor.  
6. OSS: Hearers will understand what it means to love your neighbor as yourself. Hearers will 
understand the boundless love of God offered to them and represent this boundless love to 
others.  
 
B. Formal Elements 
Introduction 
It’s a beautiful day in this neighborhood, A beautiful day for a neighbor. Would you be mine? 
Could you be mine? It’s a neighborly day in this beauty wood, A neighborly day for a beauty, 
Would you be mine? Could you be mine? My neighbor. This morning, I want to talk with you 
about being a neighbor. I want to talk with you about being a loving neighbor. 
 
Background to Series: We have been discussing the two great commandments this month as we 
set sail for 2021. Our hope as a church family is that we would focus on these two great 
commandments and grow in faith and obedience as we love God and love people. To help us 
think about these commandments throughout the year, we have provided this graphic. Imprint 
this graphic on your mind so that you can meditate on the commandments all the other 
commandments fall under.  

 
So far, we have discussed two of the love arrows in this graphic. We have looked at God’s love 
for us, and our love for God. We have also looked at God’s love for others as we talked about the 
image of God in humanity. This morning, we will look at the last arrow of love, on the bottom of 
the graphic. This arrow represents the love we are called to have for others. As the Bible says, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
Background to the Text: We will look at this command through one of the parables that Jesus 
created in Luke chapter 10. Go ahead and open your copy of God’s Word to Luke 10. You know 
what is interesting about parables? Jesus comes up with these fictional stories to teach people a 
spiritual lesson. Look, I believe Jesus is the best author of fiction. Yes, Jesus makes up this story 
and in that sense the story is not true; but the spiritual lesson embedded in this story is certainly 
true and ought to be applied to our lives this morning. I want you to read with me, hearing from 
God about what it means to love your neighbor.  
 
Luke 10:25-37 



25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 
And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he 
said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
 
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who 
stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a 
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 
34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his 
own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out 
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you 
spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be 
a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him 
mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 
 
I.  DO NOT JUSTIFY YOURSELF (v. 25-29)  
 
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 
And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he 
said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
 
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
 
EXP: The first thing we need to learn when it comes to being a good neighbor comes from the 
audience of this story: do not justify yourself. If you are a good storyteller, or writer in general, 
you understand the importance of knowing your audience. Well, Jesus is a great storyteller and 
pays a great deal of attention to his audience. Let’s take a look at Jesus’s audience. For whom did 
Jesus create this story? 
 
The Bible says that the man was a lawyer, or expert in the law. This man specialized in what 
God said in the Old Testament about what to do and what not to do. If you remember the passage 
from Mark 12, which Andrew preached on at the beginning of this month, you will remember 
that they sound fairly similar. Though many similarities are present, namely a lawyer stood up to 
test Jesus, the conversations in Luke 10 and Mark 12 seem to be two different historical events. 



In fact, extra-biblical sources reveal that a discussion about the greatest commandments was 
fairly regular during this time.  
 
Nonetheless, the lawyer decides to test Jesus with a question about inheriting eternal life. The 
focus of the lawyers questions is earning eternal life as he asked: “What shall I do?” Jesus, 
knowing the man’s specialization, asked him, “As an expert, How do you read the Law?” The 
man responded with the two greatest commandments. Jesus noted that this is correct. The person 
who fulfills the commandments will inherit eternal life, or have fellowship with God both now 
and for all eternity. Jesus was noting one way to inherit eternal life. This way is to fulfill the 
commandments of God perfectly. If you are perfectly obedient, you will meet God’s standard of 
holiness and inherit eternal life.  
 
However, this man when he heard this way was not satisfied with the answer, but began to feel 
guilty. Surely, he realized he had not fulfilled these commandments perfectly. Perhaps, the man 
felt guilty because he stood before Jesus, the only perfect man; or because he was convicted by 
the Spirit; or because he had lived long enough to realize he had failed to obey the law. Whatever 
the reason might have been, the man felt so guilty he was moved to ask another question. Look 
in verse 29 what the Bible says his motivation was for his next question. The man wanted to 
justify himself. The man was not able to live up to the standards of the law, so he decides to try 
and justify himself by bringing the law down to meet his way of living.  
 
ILL: When I was a young boy, I was the cutest little kid you had ever seen. I had some 
beach-blonde hair, bright blue eyes, and a magnificent smile. If you took a look at some of my 
pictures from that time, you would have thought this kid could do no wrong. Well, that is at least 
what I thought. Sometimes I would ride in the car with my family to go different places. On 
more than one trip, while we were riding in that car something bad would happen. You would 
begin to smell a little unpleasant odor. The odor would fumigate for a while until someone would 
ask the question: “Who passed gas?” Like usual in this situation, everyone would deny being the 
origin of this odor. They would usually turn to me and ask if I had passed gas. I would respond 
negatively, even though I was the one who passed gas.  
 
Sometimes, this would happen with only my mom and I in the car. The same situation would 
happen. My mom would look back and say, “Zach, did you pass gas?” I would say, “No.” Then, 
she would follow up by saying, “Zach, it is only you and I in the car. Did you pass gas?” I would 
say, “No, mom, I did not pass gas. I think the car did it.” Look, I was trying everything to avoid 
the blame even though I knew I was guilty. 
 
APP: That story might be silly, but that is what we do. Right? When we realize we are guilty, 
especially when it relates to sin, we try to avoid our fault, or avoid taking responsibility for what 
we have done. We begin to try to make excuses. We say, “Well, I yelled at her because she 



yelled at me?” We begin to change the meaning of the commandments. We say, “Well, I didn’t 
build that person up with my words, but I didn’t physically harm the person either.” We begin to 
dress up the wrong that we did. We say, “Well, I might have taken a few lustful looks today, but 
I didn’t cheat on my wife.” We do whatever we can to remove that guilt and make ourselves look 
innocent.  
 
Brother and sister, come close, it is okay. You can be honest. The all-knowing, triune God has 
already seen the depth of your sin. He knows. Stop trying to justify yourself. Take responsibility 
for what you have done. You cannot be a neighbor to others, unless you are willing to take 
responsibility for your sin. The Bible says, “Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, 
    but the one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy” (Proverbs 28:13).  
 
 
TS: The lawyer does not take responsibility. Instead, he said, “Who is my neighbor.” In other 
words, “Who do I have to love?”  
 
II.  DO NOT QUALIFY RECIPIENTS (v. 30-35)  
 
30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, 
who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest 
was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a 
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went 
to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal 
and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and 
gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will 
repay you when I come back.’  
 
EXP: In Jesus’s fictional story a man is robbed, beaten, and left for dead. Surely, this man needs 
some love. Instead of Jesus answering the question directly, he creates a story to show the 
meaning of the commandment.  
 
After the man who has been robbed, Jesus brings another character onto the set, presumably this 
will be the character who shows love to the hurting man. Look, Jesus picked the perfect person 
to love this man. A priest enters the scene on his way back from Jerusalem. Since the temple is in 
Jerusalem and the priest offered sacrifices to God as an act of worship in the temple, the man is 
probably returning from serving God. The servant of God returning from worshiping God ought 
to love the man. However, he saw him then passed by on the other side of the road. The priest 
did nothing. He did not even offer to help.  
 



Next, a second character comes into view. This second character is a Levite. Levites assisted in 
the maintenance of the temple services and order. So, here we have another perfect person to 
love this hurting man. Yet again, another servant of God walks past the man without offering 
even the smallest amount of assistance. In fact, the Levite, like the priest, walked over to pass by 
on the other side of the road as if to show he had no intention of even checking on this hurting 
man.  
 
At this point, the lawyer in our audience was probably thinking he knows what will happen next. 
You see, in typical Hebrew literature the people of Israel would be summed up in three groups of 
people: the priests, the Levites, and the lay people (those who did not hold a religious office). 
The priests and Levites are considered the leaders of the Israelite people. The followers in this 
group would be the remaining folks called the people. Jesus has used a priest as the first 
character, a Levite as the second character, so the last character would probably be a lay person. 
However, Jesus surprised the lawyer with the final character who arrives in the story.  
 
Jesus’s last character is a Samaritan. In this time period, Jewish people hate Samaritans. 
Samaritans were a lineage of people who originated from Jewish people but had intermarried 
with Assyrians. The Jewish people considered them traitors who had forsaken their own people 
and religious tradition. At another time in Jesus’s ministry, he engaged a Samaritan woman at a 
well. This story is typically called the Woman at the Well. Do you remember the woman’s 
response? In John 4, the woman replied, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a 
woman of Samaria?” Then John added this comment, “For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.” You see Jews hated Samaritans and Samaritans hated Jews. The fact that the 
Samaritan shows up as the hero in this story who goes to great lengths to care for the hurting 
man, would have disgusted the lawyer.  
 
In Luke, Jesus used this big plot twist to reveal to the lawyer that there are certain people he has 
already deemed unworthy of receiving his love. The lawyer has excluded viewing some people 
as his neighbor. For him, the Samaritans would never be considered a neighbor and therefore 
should not be shown love. He has placed qualifications on the recipients of his love. He is only 
willing to love those he likes.  
 
ILL: If Jesus stopped you in the parking lot today on your way out and told this story to you, 
who would he put in the place of the Samaritan?  
 
APP: Is God bringing someone to your mind that you have already excluded from being a 
recipient of your love? Is God bringing to mind the name of your boss? Is God bringing to mind 
the name of your sibling? Is God bringing to mind the name of a classmate, coworker, neighbor, 
political figure, teammate, ethnic group, homosexual, or someone who deals with a sin you don’t 
deal with, whatever it may be? Who is God bringing to your mind this morning that you have 



already decided is unfit to receive your love? Jesus says to you this morning. Do not qualify 
recipients of your love.  
 
TS: At the conclusion of Jesus’s story, he submits a question back to the lawyer.  
 
III.  LOVE WITHOUT LIMITS (v. 36-37)  
 
36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the 
robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and 
do likewise.” 
 
EXP: Jesus’s question sought to radically change the perspective of the lawyer. The lawyer 
wanted to know who he had to love in order to fulfill the commandment to love your neighbor as 
yourself. The lawyer is focused on the object of the love. Who qualifies as a recipient? Yet, Jesus 
does not define a neighbor as the object, he asked a question to reveal the neighbor as the 
subject. Who was the giver of love in the story? The man is wondering who he is responsible to 
love. Jesus said, “Do not focus on who you are responsible to love, instead be focused on your 
heart that you are responsible to make loving.”  
 
The man’s love is limited because it is connected to his erroneous understanding of God’s love. 
He believes he must earn God’s love and acceptance through obedience to the Law. In his 
understanding, God loves him if he fulfills the commandments and therefore qualifies as a 
recipient. In other words, God loves those who earn his love. This could not be any farther from 
the truth. God’s love is limitless. God loves us in spite of us being disqualified.  
 
ILL: There was a man who got this. There was a man who understood the love of God to be 
based on the character of God and not the character of man. This person saw God’s love as 
limitless. Therefore, he also sought to love without limits. This man was Mr. Rogers.  
 
Mr. Rogers was a devout Christian and ordained minister who sought to show the world and 
particularly children how to be a neighbor. When expressing his understanding of this 
commandment, he said, “I hope you’re proud of yourself for the times you’ve said ‘yes,’ when 
all it meant was extra work for you and was seemingly helpful only to somebody else.” This is 
the love that only the Spirit-filled, Christ-loving, Bible-obeying Christian can carry out. This is a 
love without limits. This would be loving your neighbor as yourself. This is the love God calls us 
to express. This is the love of God that we are called to re-present.  
 
APP: There are many ways you can show this love. Yet, today we want to give you one practical 
way to show this limitless love. We have stationary set out for you to write a letter to someone 
God is calling you to love. Perhaps, God brought someone to mind that you have thought to be 



unfit to receive your love. Maybe, God is calling you to write an apology letter to that person. 
Perhaps, God has brought someone to mind that you have neglected to love, because you thought 
it wasn’t your responsibility to love him, or her. Maybe God wants you to write a letter to 
connect with that person. I do not know who God is putting on your heart, but I challenge you 
this morning to use that stationary to be a loving neighbor.  
 
Conclusion 
Mr. Rogers is a wonderful example of a man who sought to be a loving neighbor. But look, even 
Mr. Rogers sinned. Even if Mr. Rogers, like the lawyer, tried to justify himself before God, he 
would be hopeless. Mr. Rogers did not meet God’s standard of perfection on his own and could 
not earn eternal life on his own.  
 
But listen here, there was one who did meet God’s standard. There was one man who was the 
perfect, loving neighbor. You see the Bible says, “Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Yet, God through Jesus has displayed 
and even greater love, he has laid down his life for his enemies (Romans 5:10). We all apart from 
Christ are his enemies. We are individuals who have willingly chosen to defy him as God. Yet, 
Jesus, God’s son, dies so that your willing disobedience might be forgiven and your relationship 
with God reconciled. God through Jesus offers his love freely without qualification. God does 
not say clean up your life and then I will love you. No, God loves you so much and has sent his 
son to live the life you could not live, die the death you deserve, and raise from the grave to 
ensure his promise that you can be reconciled to God by believing in him.  
 
Unbelieving friend, would you, for the first time, trust Jesus to pay for all your sins and come 
into a relationship with God? Would you trust Jesus to be the perfect neighbor, your perfect 
neighbor, who loved you so much he gave himself for you?  
 
Believing brother or sister, would you, maybe for the hundredth time, look to Jesus as your 
perfect neighbor? Would you ask him to make you more like himself? Surrender to him anew 
this morning and submit your life to him and however he might call you to love your neighbor as 
yourself. For some of you, a surrender to limitless love could mean you commit to a life of 
overseas ministry.  
 
 
PRAY  
 


