
Sermon Series: Draw Near
Sermon Title: Pursuing the Discipline of Celebration
Sermon Text: Psalm 145
Sermon Summary: This study looks at five reasons believers have to celebrate their faith in
God! The celebration revolves around God and points out that the reasons we can celebrate is
because of Him! The study is based on David’s song found in Psalm 145. From this passage we
celebrate God’s awesomeness, God’s activity, God’s attributes, God’s appointment, and God’s
assistance! All of these things give us reason to practice the discipline of celebration! This study
focuses more on why we celebrate as opposed to how we celebrate!

Full Sermon Notes

Such an awesome God, So mighty, so Holy, so Wonderful, Such an awesome God, So selfless,
so generous, so faithful You are! That’s the reason we can celebrate even in the tough times.
The world has a hard time understanding the concept of celebrating even in the tough times and
they have a hard time understanding the difference between celebration and simply partying!
Today we’re going to explore the discipline of celebration, which if you notice is the title of
Richard Foster’s book Celebrating Discipline backwards! So let’s pray and ask God to teach us
about the beautiful discipline of celebration! Pray!

What is the dictionary definition of celebration?

Celebration - the action of marking one's pleasure at an important event or occasion by
engaging in enjoyable, typically social, activity

Celebrate: mark (a significant or happy day or event), typically with a social gathering.
To do something enjoyable to mark such an occasion

Back in 1913 Webster’s Dictionary had this definition...

Celebration: The act, process, or time of celebrating.
Celebrate: To extol or honor in a solemn manner; as to celebrate the name of the Most High...

To honor by solemn rites, by ceremonies of joy and respect or by refraining from ordinary
business; to observe duly.

That was a really good definition I thought! The definition has not only changed in the
dictionaries, it has changed in practice to a big degree. Today many people think celebration is
to party hearty! Live it up and if there’s no alcohol, or other substances, there’s no celebration.
How sad is that? Very! We’ve lost the art of celebration. People have become so cynical and
hopeless that they numb the pain of their lives with substances. Richard Foster put it this way...

“The carefree spirit of joyous festivity is absent in contemporary society. Apathy, even
melancholy, dominate the times.”



In days of old, there were community celebrations, religious celebrations, family celebrations
and the people actually remembered the celebration. Now kids, I’m so glad you’re here and
working on your packets from Lacey, and I know that for many of you a party is a celebration of
a birthday, or an accomplishment you achieved and that’s a good reason to celebrate and have
a party. Not all partying is bad if it is done in a good and godly way. Some say a Godly party
would be no party at all! I would beg to disagree. A party without God is a momentary bit of
pleasure but can actually end up with some not so good consequences! And let me tell you that
since I found Jesus as my Savior, my friend, my provider and my source of joy, I’ve enjoyed
partying and celebrating so much more and with Jesus you can party without regrets! Can I get
an amen on that one? God knows how to throw a party and every time a person comes to know
Jesus as their Savior there’s a party in heaven!! Check it out…

Luke 15:3 Then Jesus told them this parable:
Luke 15:4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave
the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?
Luke 15:5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders
Luke 15:6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; I have found my lost sheep.’
Luke 15:7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

And I want you to know that when I got saved, the angels weren’t the only ones rejoicing. My
precious family celebrated and boy did they have a reason to celebrate! Whew, I had given
them such grief and when I started living for The Lord, they realized there really was such a
thing as a miracle. I was talking to my parents Friday and I told them I had finally made the list.
They said what list? I said the hurricane list, but you can tell people you already survived
hurricane Larry when he was a teenager!

I went to a musical in Nashville years ago about a group of early Americans who had gone
through a terrible epidemic. An epidemic, as you may know, is more of a localized, regional
event where as a pandemic as we’ve just gone through and some parts of the world are still
suffering tragically, like in India, is more of a global event. I’m praying we’re getting to the other
side of that tragedy. So the musical I attended in Nashville years was about this community who
had gone through an epidemic and lost a lot of lives. After the epidemic broke, the community
celebrated with prayers of thanksgiving, food, singing, and dancing. And as I watched the play,
they were so excited, even the preacher danced! Now back when I was growing up, if you even
tapped your foot to the music, that could be considered doing the Baptist Jig! And when that
happens you see the Deacons doing the Baptist shake...Shaking their heads in disapproval! It’s
kind of sad when folks think Christians should never celebrate, rejoice, smile, or show their
emotions in any way! There was this song back in the day that went like this: “If you’re happy
and you know it say amen!” I heard someone say this: “If you’re happy and you know it, notify
your face! Richard Foster said...



“Celebration is central to all spiritual disciplines. Without a joyful spirit of festivity the Disciplines
become dull, death breathing tools in the hand of modern pharisees. Celebration brings joy into
life, and joy makes us strong. Scripture tells us that the joy of the Lord is our strength (Neh.
8:10)We cannot continue long in anything without it.”

That’s why we’re asking you to take that card from your seat backs and celebrate some way in
which at least one of the spiritual disciplines we studied has been beneficial to you! You can
place it in the metal box at the Realationship Center out front! The people of the Old Testament
were called as a community to celebrate in a major way at least three times a year with various
festivals. King David wrote many songs of celebration.Let’s take a look at the one found in
Psalm 145. There are at least five reasons to celebrate our God and the life of fellowship He’s
called us to live! Would you all mind if we do a little celebrating today with Scripture before we
go out back and celebrate with food and games? Y'all good with that? If you want to celebrate
with an amen or two if a particular Scripture touches your heart, that’s okay!!

Reason to Celebrate #1 - God’s Awesomeness!

Psa 145:1  A psalm of praise. Of David. I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name
for ever and ever.
Psa 145:2  Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever.
Psa 145:3  Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.

From these first three verses we discover that...

God is awesome because He is the King above all Kings!

Psa 47:5  God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.
Psa 47:6  Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.
Psa 47:7  For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.
Psa 47:8  God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.

We also discover...

God is awesome because He is The Lord of Lords!

Psa 72:18  Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds.
Psa 72:19  Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory.
Amen and Amen.

We also see that...

God’s awesomeness is reflected in His name!



Once again, the Name Yahweh is the name for God that is being referred to when you see the
word LORD in all caps in the Bible. The meaning of Yahweh is “He is.” When God answered the
question Moses had about who to say was sending him to deliver the Hebrews from Egyption
bondage, He said “tell them ‘I Am’ sent you!” If you were to ask me what does it mean “He Is”? I
would reply with Proverbs 30:34...

Prov 30:4  Who has gone up to heaven and come down? Who has gathered up the wind in the
hollow of his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established all the
ends of the earth? What is his name, and the name of his son? Tell me if you know!

And if you were to ask me the answer to the writer of Proverb’s question I would reply with this
passage found in Philippians 2:9-11...

Phil 2:9  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above
every name,
Phil 2:10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth,
Phil 2:11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

We also discover...

God’s awesomeness is reflected in His worth!

Rev 4:11  "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you
created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."

And we discover...

God is so awesome no one can fathom the extent!

Psa 95:1  Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Psa 95:2  Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.
Psa 95:3  For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.
Psa 95:4  In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him.
Psa 95:5  The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.

Reason to Celebrate #2 - God’s Activity!

Psa 145:4  One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty
acts.
Psa 145:5  They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, and I will meditate on your
wonderful works.
Psa 145:6  They will tell of the power of your awesome works, and I will proclaim your great
deeds.



God Rescues!

The children of Israel could certainly testify of the power of God’s awesome works and great
deeds on their behalf. They could tell about their miraculous escape from Egypt. The ten
plagues, the parting of the Red Sea, the cloud by day and the fire by night, the manna from
heaven, the giving of the Ten Commandments, and the eventual move into the promised land.
And that’s just the surface. The whole Old Testament is a testimony of God’s activity in the lives
of His people to rescue, redeem, revive, and restore! And what about us? What about God’s
activity in our lives? Weren’t we also rescued by God? You might say, but we are a free people
and are slaves to no one! To that I would say this: There are many forms of slavery! Some are
literal slaves to other people, but many are slaves to their addictions, their depression, their
anger, their bitterness, their desires, or their drive for power and success. But God offers to
actively work in our lives to free us out of our bondage and slavery to sin, to rescue, redeem,
revive, and restore! And when that happens, you can’t imagine the celebration you can have!
Listen to God’s Word on this and rejoice...

Col 1:13  For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom
of the Son he loves,
Col 1:14  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

How God Rescues

Colossians 2:13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
Colossians 2:14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us
and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.
Colossians 2:15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle
of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

When God Rescues?

You’ve heard this passage recently...

Eph 1:13  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
Eph 1:14  who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are
God's possession--to the praise of his glory.

Reason to Celebrate # 3 - God’s Attributes

Psa 145:7  They will celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness.
Psa 145:8  The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.
Psa 145:9  The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.



Folks, that's just a partial list of the attributes of God!

God is good/God is righteous/God is gracious/God is compassionate/God is slow to anger and
rich in love/Good and Righteous...

Good and righteous

Psalm 34:8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.

Gracious and compassionate

2 Cor 1:3  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion
and the God of all comfort,
2 Cor 1:4  who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with
the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

Slow to anger and rich in love

Neh 9:17  They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you performed among
them. They became stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to
their slavery. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them,
Neh 9:18  even when they cast for themselves an image of a calf and said, 'This is your god,
who brought you up out of Egypt,' or when they committed awful blasphemies.
Neh 9:19  "Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in the desert. By day
the pillar of cloud did not cease to guide them on their path, nor the pillar of fire by night to shine
on the way they were to take.
Neh 9:20  You gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You did not withhold your manna from
their mouths, and you gave them water for their thirst.
Neh 9:21  For forty years you sustained them in the desert; they lacked nothing, their clothes did
not wear out nor did their feet become swollen.

Forty years. Now that’s patience!! Can you think of a time when you were willfully living in
disobedience to God and you know it was only by the grace and mercy of God that you made it
through without being destroyed? And when we do come out on the other side by repenting of
our sins and allow God to begin being Lord in our lives something amazing happens! After all
we’ve done, God still has a special place for us in His Kingdom and that’s another reason why
we celebrate!

Reason to Celebrate #4 - God’s Appointment

Psa 145:10  All you have made will praise you, O LORD; your saints will extol you.
Psa 145:11  They will tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might,



Psa 145:12  so that all men may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your
kingdom.
Psa 145:13  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all
generations. The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.

God has called us to tell of His glory, His kingdom, His might. God has called us “so that all men
may know!” We read this verse last week, but it is also a reason we celebrate...

1 Pet 2:9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light.

And check these verses concerning our calling...

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!
2 Corinthians 5:18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation:
2 Corinthians 5:19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5:20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.

We are called to celebrate. Our celebration causes the world to wonder why we celebrate.
When we face hardships, hard times, even tragedies, we still rejoice! I’ve read them to you
before, but the following verses are some I remind myself of almost every day…

Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
Philippians 4:5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.
Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

And these words from 1 Thessalonians...

1 Th 5:16  Be joyful always;
1 Th 5:17  pray continually;
1 Th 5:18  give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Did you notice Paul didn’t say be thankful for every situation, but in every situation? And did you
notice Paul did not say give thanks for all circumstances, but in all circumstances?
We don’t say thank you for this bad circumstance, but thank you that through this circumstance
good or bad, you will show Yourself to be mighty and more than capable to bring me through



and meet every need. You will even make good from the bad! Paul wrote to the believers in
Rome these words...

Rom 8:27  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.
Rom 8:28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose.

And this leads us to our final reason to celebrate...

Reason to Celebrate #5 - God Assistance!

Psa 145:14  The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.
Psa 145:15  The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.
Psa 145:16  You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
Psa 145:17  The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made.
Psa 145:18  The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.
Psa 145:19  He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.
Psa 145:20  The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.
Psa 145:21  My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy
name for ever and ever.

Have you ever needed God’s assistance, His help, His provision, His strength, His direction, His
forgiveness? Listen to the assistance the Psalmist just told us is available to us from God…

God upholds those who fall, lifts up all who are bowed down, is Loving toward all He has made,
is near to all who call on Him, hears our cries, and watches over all who love Him! Can we not
all say that God has assisted us and provided for us in some way, at some point in our lives?
Take twenty seconds and think of some of the ways in which God has been your personal
assistant with something in your life. Ready? Go, twenty seconds…

One footnote, there’s someone here thinking about the end of verse 20, about the destruction of
the wicked. Let me respond by reading the following Scriptures...

Ezek 33:11  Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure
in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from
your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?'

And then in 2 Peter 3:9 when addressing the delay of Jesus’ return to earth

2 Pet 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.



So there’s something we should celebrate about God as well: He respects our will to choose. If
we don’t want His assistance He will not force us to receive it! He’s so loving towards all that He
has made. What an amazing God we celebrate! I saw something the other day where a father
was explaining this concept to his child. He said: “It’s like this son, if your ship is going down and
God offers you a life jacket and you refuse it, it’s not on God!” The Psalmist said in Psalm
68:19-20...

Psa 68:19  Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. Selah
Psa 68:20  Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign LORD comes escape from death.

And of course we now know that the life jacket God offers us was made available to us through
His Son’s death on the Cross! We are a fellowship of the Cross of Christ, and we’ve been called
to take the message of God’s offer of salvation and love to the world. It’s our calling, our
mission, our purpose, our vision. And God has granted that as we fulfill the mission of the
fellowship of the Cross, we develop a bond of friendship that draws us together in relationships
that are meaningful, powerful and celebratory in nature. We have a lot to celebrate! Let’s pray.


