
 

 

 

 
Finding Courage to Give Up Your Dreams for the Greater Good 

July 12, 2020 
Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
This message looks closely at the story of Esther and how God placed her and her older first 
cousin, Mordica, in just the right places at just the right time to save the Jewish people from 
annihilation! The details of how God worked all things together to bring about a positive 
outcome for His people is nothing short of miraculous! Twelve lessons are gleaned from this 
story that have profound practical implications and applications for our lives today. Here are 
the snippets of the story that are used for the 12 lessons: Est 1:1-12, Est 1:15-20, Est 2:1-4, Est 
2:5-17, Est 2:21-23, Est 3:1-4:5, Est 4:6-11, Est 4:12-14, Est 4:15-5:3, Est 5:9-13, Est 6:1-10, Est 6:12-17:6. 
Lesson 9 is the sermon title stating that we must find the courage to give up our dreams for a 
greater good! 

 

HIGHLIGHT 

● Read the Text. 12 lessons: Est 1:1-12  -  Est 1:15-20  -  Est 2:1-4  -  Est 2:5-17  -  Est 2:21-23  - 
Est 3:1-4:5  -  Est 4:6-11  -  Est 4:12-14  -  Est 4:15-5:3  -  Est 5:9-13  -  Est 6:1-10  -   Est 6:12-17:6.  

● Look for Highlights - As the text is read, tell the group to be looking out for the 
highlights (a particular verse, something new learned, a reminder, a question, etc.)  

EXPLAIN  

● To whom was it originally written?  Why? 
● How does it fit with the verses before and after it? 
● What is the Holy Spirit intending to communicate through this text? 

APPLY  

● What does this mean today? 
● What is God saying to you personally? 
● How can you apply this message to your life? 

RESPOND 

● In what ways does this passage call you to action? 
● How will you be different because of what you’ve learned? 
● What is a prayer to God in response to what you read today? 


